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Try not to look at this until you’ve done all the exercises that go with the listening.

Thanks for the memory
Jackie:

For this week's podcastsinenglish.com we're talking about memory.
Richard...

Richard:

Yes?

Jackie:

Do you have a good memory or a bad memory?

Richard:

I have a very bad memory.

Jackie:

Very bad. So you usually forget things.

Richard:

I forget things all the time, as you well know.

Jackie:

For example?

Richard:

I forget where I've left my glasses. I forget the car keys um...

Jackie:

Mmm, you go shopping and you forget the shopping list.

Richard:

Yes, yes, I forget things all the time. I have to concentrate to
remember anything.

Jackie:

What's your earliest memory? For me, it's being in a garden, it's a
family visit, I don't know where we are. It's a family visit to a big
garden somewhere and I just remember all the flowers, nothing more
than that.

Richard:

Mmm, I think now I can remember my first day at primary school.

Jackie:

Right

Richard:

I was five years old and I had a fight on my first day over a toy car.

Jackie:

Oh no.

Richard:

[laughs] But I had a fight with this boy, John Butterworth was his
name and he became a firm friend.

Jackie:

So you became friends.

Richard:

Exactly, yes.
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Jackie:

And also Richard, some people, they find that a sound or a smell
brings back a childhood memory. You know, like the smell of food
that your mother cooked when you were young. Does that happen to
you?

Richard:

Now you mention it, yes. The smell of a hospital. When I was a small
boy I had lots of accidents. I was in hospital quite a lot and hospitals
a long time ago...

Jackie:

They had that certain smell.

Richard:

They had that horrible smell of antiseptic and that's what I
remember.

Jackie:

So when you smell that it... it helps you remember things from your
childhood.

Richard:

Hmm, yes.

Jackie:

For me, smell, not sound again. When my sister was born my mother
was ill and my sister was ill, so I went and stayed with my aunt Sally
and she had this very particular soap: Pears. Do you remember Pears
soap?

Richard:

Yes

Jackie:

Every time I smell the soap now I remember staying with my aunt
Sally. So, I was two and a half, three so that is even before the
garden memory so my first memory: not the garden, being with my
aunt Sally. Talking of smells, Richard. What's that funny smell?

Richard:

Oh, no, I've left something on the cooker!

Jackie:

Oh no!
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